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*The project would change the ori-
entation of the runway about 10
degrees toward a more north-south
route, thereby changing the direc-
tion that the planes approach and
depart the airport. The plans also
include removing obstacles such as
trees and and hilly areas on the new
course, adding lights and Iengthen-
ing the runway to 2,200 feet.

The improvements wil] upgrade
the runway to the same dimen-
sions as its longer partner. The
other runway crosses in an “X”
pattern, running from northwest to
southeast,

The total estimated cost for the
project is about $650,000, with the
State paying 80 percent and the
town 20 percent. The town has
énough guaranteed mOney to cover
a project costing $750,000 without

raising taxes,
Opponents to the plan have
expressed concerns that the renava.
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bility benefits gained by renovation
are mot as great as depicted by the
project’s proponents, they argue.

If easement agreements cannot be
reached for tree removal and over-
head- flight, the town would have
the option of condemning the land
to force the sales. Such potential
action made the project even less
attractive to many Islanders,

“Condemnation of 2 neighbor’s
land for this purpose will forever
have negative ramifications,”
Glory and Rodger Bechtold said in
a full-page advertisement in the
Sept. 16 issue of the Washington
Island Observer newspaper.

Hansen said the possibility of
condemning land for the airport
renovations was a major factor in
the failed vote. However, he
remains hopeful that ap agreement
can be made between the town and
property owners that would make
condemnation unnecessary and the
plan more palatable to Islanders.
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