THEY WANTED WINGS
" CHAPTER FOUR
- 1940-1945

COUNTY AIRPORT BECAME REALITY IN 1940s

On February 16, 1940, Door County saw the use of an airplane in
a lifesaving situation. Aussie :Oleson and his brother, Henry, were
cutting down trees on Henry’s farm on Washington Island when a tree
fell on Aussie, breaking two of his vertebrae, a rib and his ankle. Aided
by his brother, he walked over a half mile to his home. Pilot Wally
Arntzen from Escanaba was called, and Oleson was transported to the
hospital there, where he was expected to stay for three months to
recover.

The Advocate carried a front page story which sounds as if it
came from the pen of Sumner Harris: “Thus again the need of airplane
service between ~Washington Island and the mainland was
demonstrated. The actual flying time between Washington Island and
Escanaba is between 15 and 25 minutes, contrasted with the usual long
time required to get a patient to Sturgeon Bay via boat and ambulance.

“In this case, perhaps the difference in time did not necessarily
mean. the saving of a life, but time often counts when a person is
suffering with a broken back.” The story went on to say that in the
winter, a plane could land on Detroit Harbor with skis, but Islanders
were worrying about what would happen-if the airport was plowed up,
because of the lack of funds to maintain it. : :

. In March 1940, it was announced that Jack Hadden, the “Flying
Fish Peddler,” who concocted a plan to fly fish from Door County to
St. Louis, was going to replace the plane he cracked up in Decatur,
I[llinois, with a new one. Hard luck seemed to pursue Hadden; in
November, 1939, the plane he had just completed for the fish flights
bumed up in a hangar in St. Louis. Then, evidently, he’d cracked up
another plane intended for the venture.

Records have yet to be found to prove Hadden actually shipped
some fish by the first plane. The only evidence uncovered so far is a
photograph brought in by Chester Ostram Jr. which shows Chester
Ostram Sr. loading fish boxes into what seems like an older plane
which looks like a Stinson Jr. or other corrugated metal sided plane.

In April 1940, Dr. Dan Dorchester arrived home from St. Louis
where he had visited relatives and brought further news. Hadden would
christen a new plane, the “City of Sturgeon Bay,” to carry fish to St.
Louis and it would be the largest single engine plane to land in Door
County.



VALUE OF AVIATION SHOWN IN ISLAND ACCIDENT

On March 3, 1946, an event that had tragic potentials occurred on
Washington Island, once again proved the tremendous values of having
an airport.

Dick Bjarnarson, the 13-year-old son of Mr. and Mrs. Oliver
Bjarnarson, was hunting in a woods across from his home that Sunday
afternoon, accompanied by David Foss and John Gunnlaugson. Dick
put his gun against a stump, but it fell down and the shotgun
discharged. Most of the shot pierced his right elbow, one grazed his
ear, and another scratched his chest. ' .

John, who was standing nearby, called to David and the two
walked Dick back to his home a quarter mile away- Oliver Bjarmarson
had intended to deliver a fish (he was a commercial fisherman) to
another Islander, but had a premonition he should go home, where he
found his severely injured son.

Dick fainted from the shock and had to be carried into the house.
Oliver called Dr. Farmer, the resident doctor, and Dr. Farmer called
George Meredith in Sturgeon Bay, asking him to deliver blood plasma
immediately. The plan was to take Dick to an Escanaba hospital for
treatment. Wally Arntzen was also called over from Escanaba.

The airport being not far from the Bjarnarson home, Dick was
loaded into George Meredith’s three place Aeronca, along with Dr.
Farmer. Oliver Bj arnarson boarded Wally Arntzen’s plane for the flight
to the Escanaba hospital.

However, Meredith’s carburetor began to ice up 2000 feet over
Rock Island, and he had to turn back and land on the ice at Jackson
Harbor, which lies between Rock Island and the northeast corner of
Washington Island. | | |

Meanwhile, according to the March 8, 1946, Door County
Advocate, another plane flew over from Escanaba and brought Dick’s
mother, Esther, back to the Escanaba hospital. '

Due to the icing problem with Meredith’s plane, Wally Arntzen
crowded Dick and Dr. Farmer into his plane, but, as he taxied on the
ice to take off, his plane sank through thin ice into shallow water where
fishermen had been cutting ice.

The only alternative was to call Dr. Dorchester up from Sturgeon
Bay. Esther Bjarnarson was frantically waiting at the Escanaba
hospital, not knowing what had become of her son and husband. She
was called and she was flown back to the Island. )

Dr. Dorchester flew his plane up to the Island, and he and Dick
were transported to Dr. Farmer’s office near the shores of Detroit
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connection with his work as manager of the Seismograph Service
Corporation of Tulsa, Oklahoma.

The next Advocate carried the sad news that Clarence Paul
Anderson had died of his injuries in the plane crash. His body was
brought to the Legion post clubhouse on the Island, where mourners
paid their respects. Then it was taken to the new Trinity Lutheran
Church, where Rev. Edwin Svendsen conducted the funeral. It was one
of the biggest funerals held on the Island since the six Washington
Island boys went through the ice in Death’s Door in 1935. The
Saturday before he was buried, he was to have served as an usher at the
wedding of Marilyn Magnusson and John Djuplin.

Marilyn DDjuplin recently recalled, “What should have been the
happiest day in my life, my wedding day, turned out to be my saddest.
Everyone was crying about Paul’s death. I remember the last thing I
said to Paul before he flew off to Menominee: ‘You won’t disappoint
me, will you Paul? You’ll be here in time for the wedding, won’t you?’
Paul said, ‘No, I’ll be there.’ ‘

«Our wedding was on Saturday, and Paul’s funeral was on
Monday.” !

Color bearers were Tess Gudmundsen and Doris Larson Hettiger,
and pallbearers were Leonard Ward, Merrill Cornell, Wally Arntzen,
Emery Oleson, Murray Cornell and Jerry Legrand, all of whom served
in the military during World War II.

In a recent interview, Emery Oleson said, “I knew Paul Anderson
very well. He was a very good pilot. I think what happened was the
man Paul was training froze at the stick. That happens when you’re
doing something like that, diving. I think Paul tried to get the stick out
of his hand but couldn’t do it.” ‘

Oleson knows. He served in the U. S. Army Air Corps for three
years himself.

PLANS ARE MADE FOR ADDITIONAL AIR SERVICES
AND FIRST LOCAL AIR CASUALTY OCCURS

In November of 1946, George Meredith announced that he was
starting a regular air service to Washington Island. Previously, flights
to the Island were charter flights. (Unless you owned your own plane,
like Claude Cornel, as was mentioned earlier. Emery Oleson explained
that Claude bought the Stinson Jr. because his father, John W. Cornell,
owned three fish tugs, and Claude would fly over the lake to see if
weather conditions were good enough to take the boats out.)
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MILESTONES IN ISLAND AVIATION
First airplgne lands on Island
Islanders establish their own airport
Claude Cornell purchases Island's first airplane
World's largest dirigible passes by east of Island

(13 June)

Wally Arntzen makes regularly scheduled weekly
flights from the Island to Escanaba and Green Bay

Town of Washington purchases airport for $3500

Dr. Dan Dorcester of Sturgeon Bay makes weekly
flights to Island to provide medical care in
absence of regular physician

Air rescue mission on behalf of Dickie Bjarnarson

Surplus lights from Escanaba installed at airport
when Island gets electricity

Federal government grants $7200 to buy more airport
land and expand runways

Lions Club sponsors first Fly In Fish Boil
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1950-56

1968-69

1976-86

1981

1982

1989-92

1991

1992

1993

Ground Observer Corps activated; forty Island
families involved

Green Bay Aviation establishes daily flights to the
Island during tourist season

Dick Dawley establishes Scenic Aire Plane Rides and
conducts air rescue searches for Coast Guard

Terry Atkins' plane vanishes on a flight to Escanaba

Wing-Air establishes weekly flights between the Island
and Sturgeon Bay

Four Minnesotans crash plane near airport (20 July)

Butch Gordon experiments with aerial” photography,
homemade experimental plane

Islanders establish EAA. Chapter 982

Islanders establish Washington Island Flying Club;
purchase plane

EAA. Air Adventure Days for high school students

Compiled by G. Berquist
Washington Island Archives
July 15, 1993
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RELEASE TO DOOR COUNTY ADVOCATE
P.O. Box 130
Sturgeon Bay, Wisconsin 54235
Attn: Editorial Department
"Island Aviation Then and Now" will be the theme of a
Washington Island Archives program, to be presented Thursday,
July 15, at 7 pm. in the Island Community Center.
The program will survey milestones in Island aviation from
1927 to the present and will feature the exploits of pioneer aviator
Wally Arntzen of Escanaba, the construction of the Island airport
in 1928, the Dick Bjarnarson rescue story (in which Dr. Dan
Dorcester of Sturgeon Bay played a key role), the evolution of the
Lions Club Fly In Fish Boils, and the recent establishment of both an
EAA. chapter and flying club.
Panelists will include Goodwin Berquist, Dale Bjarnarson,
Henry Nelson and Hal Dee.

A collection of historical photos and airport materials will be

on display and slides will be shown. Admission charge is $2.00.






'PLANE USES NEW
_PL.

WASHINGTON IBLAND—Worx is
progressing nicely on the landing
field here'The fences ars removed

.and the shade trees are being cut

down quite rapidly.

'7 "Owisg to tHS AT thEt-the town
troek {8 out of commission so the
road crew cannot lmul gravel, the
tfown has [ts men at the landing

© fiefd 't~ Hélp — prepmv H—for—use.|
When it is finished it will have s
runway from 8. W. to N. E. ap-
proximately 158 rods lopg. and one
from 8. E. to N. W. about 25 rods

. shorter. The field is nearly level
with & Hitle rise to the wesiward.

‘A bipigne, “*The Bwallow.'” rrom‘
-Escanaba, Mieh., was seat here by
the U. ‘P. Alrway corporation last}
Sunday and had a fairiy busy day
taking people mp. .It msed the land-
ing fleid 28 18 now WITHOUF W pre-
pared runway or smoothlng the sur-
face. The plane left-the fore part
of the week with-& prospect of re-

turning [0 The sear tuture. <
. ; |

" Mra. A”B. Johneon. Lhe ¢vangellst
from Chicago. gave her last address
in ‘the Baptist church Bunday eveii-
1og and left for Chicage Monday
morning. Mrs. Jobnson has & strcng
personality, Is an excellent speaker.
Errnestness end honesty were (wo
characterlatics whirh stood out o
_ _bold rellaf In her work. Nelther
for. what money there Is in it, for
she pald 8l of her own expendes and
contributed liberally to the local
work. i
The lsland pupple are very much
pleased with the ‘negulls of the tu.
berculin test of the ¢attie here laat
week, as there. was nol one ‘‘re-
getor'  Wa helleve Washlagion [s-
land was one of the first townhx In

the state te have all of thelr cattls)

tested. The best Information we
can get shawa that the results of
the firat tes' was about 30 reactors
amaong ahour &00, The second test
found ahour a dozen: the third test,

3: anmd kome question sbout some of
them: . .but eiving the teat the benefit
of the dount. all of thoss were
alaughtered »o the lant signs of T, B,

among the Ialnnd’s - bovines was w0
erudivated  that  rthe

Thoroughly

fourth 1ol which ocgurred Laat
weik, proves there g no T OB here
winl no oane need fea® o to drink Wash-
Ingtom Island’s miilk or eat [1s cheese

“could anyone say #he t¥ tr the work-{

and harter Thi~ i« surely a great

Benent and satisfaetion to the Istand

WASHINGTON ISLAND — What
bas come to be considered the ls-
land’s most {mportaot event of the
262800 -the farmers. picnic. is sched.
uled for August 21, on Tuesday o’
next week.

This event hias grown to be a sort
of home coming day. or an laland re-
uwnlon. o

An interesting program is being
prepared-and among other interest-.
ing festures the landing fleld willi
be |n good condition and be used by!
iwo airplanes. o

Let everybody help to make this
a great day! i

. fields are too green for harvesting

.;1_7
C. B. Herschberger, who hag his
summer Dome hére, has the distinc-
tion of being the first passenger to
"be landed on the new airport here.
He came one day last week as a
paesenger {rom Btlurgeon.Bay. . Mr.
and Mrs. A. Kalmbach of Sturgeon
.Bay were the nex{ passengers. They
arrived Spoday :morning -and were
guests of the W. F. Keken family,
who now own and oeccupy what was
formerly the Kalmbach home.
Harvesting grain began generally
on Monday of this week but many

as yet.

An interasting program -was glv-
en in the Baptist cburch Tuesday
evening this week by Misa Adafsen,
and Misas Carrie Anderson, returned
missionarfes from China. - The twa
ladles have been co-workers. Miss
Adafson gave a talk on the needs of
Chioa and the great benefits of the
preaching the gospel there. Miss
Anderson—dressed-in-a-Chinese cos-|
tume, gave & graphic description of
& Chinese wedding. Bhe told that
marriages in China are In po sense
love affairs, but the girls are sald by
her parents to the parents of the
kroom, or husband, =nd becomes
practically a slave to the parents of
her husband. These engagements
are made while the children are
Young, from twelve 1o thirteen years
down to Infancy. Sometimes inti-
mate friends agree that if they have
children they should be paired. The
time of the wedding 18 ususlly a
time of great meurning for the bride.
who usually does not know to whom
rhe 18 enzaged untfl abont three days
before the wedding. * There are no
divorces ln China. Miss Adafren is
nOow oo -her way to return 1o her
waork in China after & couple years'
furlough. 8he stopped here for a
lttle vistt ouwly,

A son was born recently to Mr. and
Mra D. McDonuld.

There has been much pilfering go-
ing on here for some time. Among
other things Mrs. Robt. Gunonerson.
lost three yoyng geese. The visitors
hud broken the lock Mrs, Guoner-
8on got good tab on the enlprits and
lel them know it ao they sent a dele-
Eation to setle the matter. She set-
tled rar 32.00 aplece because she
did not want to cas! & reflection on
the fumilies of the thieves. She sayas
the next time the law will huve it
full course

The Washington lsland Raptist
church 1« fidliTog on a wpeelal mu-
Bital DPFOWram  next Bunday night,
August 19. Several new songs will

be rendered s well as special piano-
forte and violin musie  In addition
to this srermg program Evangeliat
David Wilenx will bring a mesragn
from ™ R iiéme T T hreETER
Quirtion of the v " The service
Blart< ut T 45 AIl wre urged (o

come early.
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