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THE DOOR COUNTY ADVOCATE—STURGEON BAY,

Washington Island board considers air,

By SUZANNE DEE

Fifteen citizens came out to a
public hearing May 13 on a request
to realign one of the Washington
Island Airport's two grass run-
ways in the interest of safety.

The hearing preceded the town’s
application to the State Depart-
ment of Transpoertation (DOT) for
financial assistance realignment
work. The application, which is
preliminary and in no way obli-
gates the town to proceed, arose
from a request last summer by the
Island’s EAA Chapter 982.

Members of the EAA group
came up with the idea of realigning
the runway with their own funds
and volunteer labor. Town super-
visors approved the idea, with the
stipulation that it would not take
any town tax dollars to complete.

After investigating many
options, EAA members started
pursuing the possibility of using
state airport improvement funds
to pay for 80% of the project. The
remaining 20% would be paid from
EAA Chapter funds.

Since a private group could not
apply to DOT money, the town had
to become the official petitioner to
the state. This was done with full
knowledge and approval of DOT
Bureau of Aeronautics personnel,
some of whom are personally
familiar with the runway’s short-
comings, having flown in to the
Island in light planes.

From this sprang the need for
a public hearing, the transeript of
which becomes part of the town’s
application to the DOT. Citizens
took advantage of the hearing to
find out details of the proposal.

Some . questions from the
audience and answers from Town
Chairman Doug Young follow:

Q. What does the oprojeet

Student pilot Janet Engstrom, at the controls of /sland One, -
takes off toward the hill on Runway 4-22 at the Washington |
Island Airport. The Island town board recently voted to realign
the crosswind runway to improve safety. '

standing under which this whole
process was started was that the
taxpayers would not be paying any
money into this project. That still
stands.”

Q: Is this really necessary?

A: “That was our opinion last
summer and it is still the same.”

The only person to stand and
present public testimony was
Barry McNulty, who lives on Old
Washington Harbor Road.
McNulty began by questioning
safety and required clearances for
the GTE microwave tower.

“This is a testimony hearing,’
replied Young. “We will not enter
into discussion.”

[An engineering study made for

" more to the south, occasmnally‘

more to the west.

The pilot favored the longer
runway, 14-32, for its flatter sur-
face and clearer approaches, but
the wind was all wrong for using
it. Reluctantly, the pilot chose to
land into the wind on the shorter,
hilly, Runway 4-22.

Circling out to the northeast to
line up for an approach, every-
thing seemed fine. Then, about
half a mile from the beginning of
the runway, tension in the cockpit
began to rise measurably. Wind
blowing over the hill east of the
runway created turbulence, toss-
ing the light plane up and then
sucking it down toward the
treetops.
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board meeting (four days earlier).
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at its own expense last summer.

'Since that time the EAA investi-
‘gated many options, including
~using Air National Guard engi-
‘neers to perform the excavation.

s+ *And they have come to the

town,”” said Young,‘‘requesting
that we petition the state for
funding and sc that’s where we are

‘today. It would mean the Depart-

ment of Transportation would be

-putting up 80% of the money and
the local EAA chapter will, in

advance, be depositing funds to

“cover the balance of the 20%. It’s

-a possible means that the funds
anight be availahle. We won’t know
until we file (the petition).”
Supervisor Kirby Foss pointed to
a 1989 DOT-funded engineering

study which included plans for
-realigning Runway 4-22 and keep-
ding it in turf. He reminded his

fellow supervisors that five years
-ago the town purchased land — the
Cauldwell property — in prepara-
tion for the realignment.

-+'That {fulfilled our (20%) in-
kind,” he said. ““We could have
done (the realignment) at that
time with just our signature.”’
__Thiele expressed his objections
to the project.
~ SOf all the airports in Wisconsin
that have runways the size of ours
or less, they only total 53 and of
those 36 are single-runway and 17
are multiple.

““That means two-thirds of the
airports in Wisconsin only have a
single runway that are equal in
size with ours. So the question is:
Do'we need to have more than we
haye, or is what we have ade-
quate? If our runway is unafe, how
come we haven’t had more
gecidents?”

Young responded, ‘‘The major-
ity of the pilots I have talked to
definitely feel it is (needed). These
are professional pilots. They nor-
mally use the other runway (14-32)
and avoid this one (4-22).”

Thiele countered, ‘‘Others I've
talked to felt what we have is
adequate. They’ve been landing
here for many years, never had a
problem.” 1

Young and Foss immediately

-disagreed.

“I could get a pilot in here
tomorrow,”’ countered Young,

““and he’d tell you he’s had soi
pretty scary landings on tk
runway.”

“I’ve heard for many year:
added Foss, ‘“‘the crosswind
way is an accident waiting
happen.”

Finally, Supervisor Don Mar
made a motion to ‘‘petition t
(state) Secretary of Transpor
tion to survey to see if we can g
monies for realignment of runw
4-22, with EAA chapter to pick
the balance.” Young and Fc
voted in favor and Thiele agains
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*The project would change the ori-
entation of the runway about 10
degrees toward a more north-south
route, thereby changing the direc-
tion that the planes approach and
depart the airport. The plans also
include removing obstacles such as
trees and and hilly areas on the new
course, adding lights and Iengthen-
ing the runway to 2,200 feet.

The improvements wil] upgrade
the runway to the same dimen-
sions as its longer partner. The
other runway crosses in an “X”
pattern, running from northwest to
southeast,

The total estimated cost for the
project is about $650,000, with the
State paying 80 percent and the
town 20 percent. The town has
énough guaranteed mOney to cover
a project costing $750,000 without

raising taxes,
Opponents to the plan have
expressed concerns that the renava.
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bility benefits gained by renovation
are mot as great as depicted by the
project’s proponents, they argue.

If easement agreements cannot be
reached for tree removal and over-
head- flight, the town would have
the option of condemning the land
to force the sales. Such potential
action made the project even less
attractive to many Islanders,

“Condemnation of 2 neighbor’s
land for this purpose will forever
have negative ramifications,”
Glory and Rodger Bechtold said in
a full-page advertisement in the
Sept. 16 issue of the Washington
Island Observer newspaper.

Hansen said the possibility of
condemning land for the airport
renovations was a major factor in
the failed vote. However, he
remains hopeful that ap agreement
can be made between the town and
property owners that would make
condemnation unnecessary and the
plan more palatable to Islanders.

15 ANy o] e



ct. 17, Date Set =
for Door County
and Island Pleas

Word was received from T. K.
Jordan, Madison, executive secre-
tary of.the Wisconsin State Aero-
hauties commission, that Friday,
Oct. 17, has been set as the date
on which ‘a hearing will be held
at the -court house in this ecity on
applications of both Washington
Is. and Door county for state air-
port aid. :

The hearing on aid for the coun-
ty-owned Cherryland airport near
this city will take plaee at 10:30
am., and the Island hearing will be
at 1:00 pm. - :

The Island town board is anxious

to clear up the matter of state aid
so that it may start work at once
enlarging and improving the small
landing field that has long been in
use there. Because of its isolated
position, the Island is ‘one of the
most flying-minded - communities of
(its size in the nation and the need
}'fo_r a better airport is urgent.
i At Sturgeon Bay, progress is be-
| ing made toward completion of the
i master plan of development order-
ted by the county board which vot-
ed $10,000 for.airport improvement |
to mateh $10,000 offered by the !
federal government. Now, accord-
ing to the state aid -law and the |
formula set up by the aeronautics |
commission, approximately $5,000
more aid can be sought from Madi-
son. This should also result in a
further grant from the federal gov-
ernment, it is reported, :

A meeting of Chairman Russell

Austad’s county airport committee |
to discuss the local situation was|;
Leld Wednesday evening. Joining |:
the committee  in the conference

were Kenneth Green of the Green
Engineering Co., Madison; Karl S,
Reynolds, vice-chairmaan of the
state areonautics commission; Geo.
Meredith, Jjocal® airport manager;
Dr. Dan Dorchester and  Frank
Ullsperger, il
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project gets OK'

A runway improvement project at
the Washington Island Airport has
been given the final go-ahead at the
state level.

£ o

The office of Gov. Tommy
Thompson announced last weck
that $70,000 in state money would
be released to design an extension
and realignment of the grass-strip
airport’s northeast-southwest run-
way.

Also included in the project are

.the construction of an apron and

taxiways and the installation of run-
way lights. Only one of the airport’s
two runways is currently lighted.
The runway slated for improve-
ment will be tilted to the northwest
and extended about 400 feet, clear-
ing its path of obstacles. At present,
the runway butts up against a thick

- grove of trees and Airport Road to

the east, making for tricky landings
and takeoffs. 5

The new apron will provide a sta-
ble area to park and tic down air-
craft, preventing the planes from
getting stuck in wet weather.

Design of the project is expected
to be completed by the spring of
1998. Construction is slated to be
finished by next fall.

The total tab is estimated at
$300,000, counting design, land
acquisition and construction. How-
ever, contractor bids have not been
received yet, so the actual cost is
not yet known. - e

The town of Washington is
required to share the costs.
However, an engineer with the
state’s Bureau of Aeronautics said
last week that the town fulfilled its
obligation by spending $70,000
about a decade ago on land pur-
chases, in anticipation of. future air-
port work.
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